
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University and Orange Business Services partner to  

provide students with internships and research opportunities  
 
Doha, March 10, 2018 – Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), a Qatar-based educational institution of 
higher learning, and Orange Business Services, the B2B branch of the Orange Group focused on 
supporting companies’ digital transformations, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at a 
ceremony held at Orange headquarters in Paris, France on March 9. The MoU is reciprocal and aims to 
establish an internship program, as well as to enable both institutions to benefit mutually from 
resources, expertise and human talent.  
 
The three-year MoU primarily revolves around a collaborative internship agreement, which includes up 
to three HBKU students per year partaking in a three- to six-month placement with Orange Business 
Services in France, as well as other placements with relevant affiliates within the larger Orange group.   
 
The internship enables students to gain unique experience in IT fields, such as network services, big 
data, internet-of-things (IOT) solutions, and smart services, with the ultimate objective of achieving a 
greater understanding of the digital realm. 
 
Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah, president of HBKU, said: “Part of our mandate at HBKU is to foster an 
environment that encourages innovation among our students. This is even more applicable in the ICT 
field, as innovation drives the technological advancements we see every day. Working with our partners 
at Orange means that we are able to capitalize on exceptional real-life opportunities, as well as give our 
students the chance to learn and grow beyond the classroom.” 

 
As a key global player in the ICT market, and where skills in areas such as data science and analytics, ICT 
System Integration Programmes or application services have become critical, Orange Business Services is 
highly engaged to contribute to the training of future talent through education/training programs and 
partnerships across the globe.  
 

“We are pleased to welcome students from a high level and world-class university like HBKU and to 
cooperate with the “Qatar Foundation” which is fully committed to education, science, and community 
development in Qatar. This MoU supports the ambition for Orange Business Services to contribute to 
the development of IT skills” said Béatrice Felder, CEO of Orange Applications for Business, the Orange 
Business Services entity in charge of IT System Integration and settled in Qatar. 
 
Potential candidates for the internship program will be pre-selected by HBKU and qualified by Orange or 
the appropriate partner. Additionally, HBKU and Orange plan to leverage their partnership to work 
across their research groups. 
 
As a higher education institution, HBKU is dedicated to developing human capital in Qatar and ensures 
that young people are presented with all the necessary information to help them succeed.  
 



  

 
 
With a core focus on research-based knowledge, the University provides unique educational and 
training programs in the areas of computer science, advanced computing and engineering. 
 
Orange Business Services Qatar is a Qatari JV established on August 2012 with Sheikh Fahad Bin Ghanem 
Al Thani as a majority shareholder. It offers all Orange Business Services solutions and resources 
capabilities mainly in the ICT System Integration domains such as Smart Cities, Transportation, Health, 
Media and other market sectors. In partnership with MEEZA, a Qatar Foundation IT services entity, 
major smart city Msheireb is benefiting from this alliance technological capabilities.  
  
HBKU is devoted to building a culture that fosters innovation. To find out more about HBKU colleges, 
programs, and research institutes, visit hbku.edu.qa.  

[Ends] 

About Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
Innovating Today, Shaping Tomorrow 

Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community 
Development (QF), was founded in 2010 as a research-intensive university that acts as a catalyst for transformative 
change in Qatar and the region while having global impact. Located in Education City, HBKU is committed to 
building and cultivating human capacity through an enriching academic experience, innovative ecosystem, and 
unique partnerships. HBKU delivers multidisciplinary undergraduate and graduate programs through its colleges, 
and provides opportunities for research and scholarship through its institutes and centers. For more information 
about HBKU, visit www.hbku.edu.qa. 

About Orange Business Services 
Orange Business Services, the B2B branch of the Orange Group, and its 22,000 employees, is focused on 
supporting the digital transformation of multinational enterprises and French SMEs across five continents. Orange 
Business Services is not only an infrastructure operator, but also a technology integrator and a value-added service 
provider. It offers companies digital solutions that help foster collaboration within their teams (collaborative 
workspaces and mobile workspaces), better serve their customers (enriched customer relations and business 
innovation), and support their projects (enriched connectivity, flexible ICT and cyberdefense). The integrated 
technologies that Orange Business Services offer range from Software Defined Networks (SDN/NFV), Big Data and 
IoT, to cloud computing, unified communications and collaboration, as well as cybersecurity. Orange Business 
Services customers include over 3,000 renowned multinational corporations at an international level and over two 
million professionals, companies and local communities in France. 

 
Learn more at www.orange-business.com or follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter and our blogs. 

Orange is one of the world’s leading telecommunications operators with annual sales of 41 billion euros in 2017 
and has 273 million customers in 29 countries at 31 December 2017. Orange is listed on Euronext Paris (symbol 
ORA) and on the New York Stock Exchange (symbol ORAN). 
 
Orange and any other Orange product or service names included in this material are trademarks of Orange or 
Orange Brand Services Limited. 
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